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rel AD A ty 


What is upbringing of children? 
It is mentioned in the Hadith that 'Childrens are heart pieces of 


their parents’. It is also a fact that children are the builders of 
the future of the nation and the community. 


The well-being of the home, neighborhood, community, city, 


country, and nation depends on them. 


Naturally, parents desire that their children's upbringing be in 
the best possible manner. However, just keeping a desire is not 
enough. There are certain requirements associated with it. 
For Example: 
1. Along with the desire for worldly education, obtaining 
religious education in the correct and best manner. 
. Instead of a materialistic attitude dominating the 
parents’ mindset, a focus on the hereafter should prevail. 
. Parents should have a complete understanding of the 
irreligious nature of the environment. 
. There should be no negligence or lack of attention. 
Ensuring the fulfillment of the children's rights to the 


best possible extent, and so on. 


Upbringing of children 


If we look at the issue of upbringing in the light of Islamic 
teachings, we find that Islam places significant importance on 
the upbringing of childrens. Islamic teachings are generally 
divided into three parts: 

1. The rights of Allah 

2. The rights of the people 

3. The rights of the human sout itself: 


At this moment, we will only shed light on the rights of the 
people to some extent. Following that, clarity will be provided 
regarding the rights and duties of children. Allah Almighty has 
blessed every individual not just with the gift of life but also with 
principles to coexist with others. These are principles, in other 
words, responsibilities that have been placed upon every human. 
If a person not only feels these responsibilities but fulfills them, 
then peace and tranquility prevail in the world; however, if they 
neglect them, corruption becomes apparent. On one hand, the 
ruler was commanded to fulfill the rights of the citizens to 
ensure that they remain in tranquility. On the other hand, the 
citizens were made aware of the rights of the ruler so that 


governance becomes facilitated. On one hand, the burden of the 


wife's rights and responsibilities was placed on the husband, 
while on the other hand, the wife was emphasized to fulfill the 
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rights of the husband. On one side, the rights of the poor were 
imposed on the rich, the rights of the younger on the elder, the 
rights of one Muslim on another Muslim, and the rights of the 
weak on the powerful, and vice versa, so that every person in the 
world receives their equal rights. The well-being of children lies 
in giving them good upbringing. They should be given good 
education and accustomed to hard work. Just as discipline is 
necessary for success in every matter, whether worldly or 
religious, similarly, discipline is also needed in the upbringing of 


children. Discipline is the guarantee of right actions. 


The importance of Rights of People in Islam 


Allah Almighty is independent and self-sufficient. If there is any 
shortcoming in the fulfillment of His rights by His servants, He 
has the authority to either forgive them or punish them. This 
matter is between Him and His servant But in the matter of 
rights of people, Allah Almighty leaves it to the people 
themselves. If someone's right has not been fulfilled, the person 
whose right was violated will have the authority to claim it. On 
that day, individuals will not easily forgive their rights because 
everyone will be in dire need of good deeds.Therefore, everyone 
will be hoping to make use of every single good deed to achieve 
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salvation. There, the compensation will be in the form of 
exchanging good deeds and bad deeds. 

This shows that there is a greater danger for those who violate 
the rights of others, torment people, and commit injustice. Even 
if parents have any rights over their children, on that day, 
parents will confront their children, saying, 'Give us our due 
rights. If the compensation for the rights is not fulfilled through 
good deeds, then the parents’ sins will be placed on the children. 
Consequently, the children's destination will be Hell due to their 
un-fulfilment of rights. Since the issue of rights of people is 
delicate, it is crucial to fulfill these rights in this world or seek 


forgiveness from the rightful person during one's lifetime. 


If the series of violations of rights continues in this world, not 
only is Allah's help far from coming, but Allah Almighty also 
subjects such people to calamities and troubles. 

Here, the discussion primarily revolves around the rights of 
children on parents and vice versa. Generally, individuals are 
compelled to fulfill each other's rights only when they are close 
to each other or have relationships and rituals with each other. 
Like neighbors, as long as one is a neighbor, their rights must be 
fulfilled. Similarly, as long as there are marital relations between 
husband and wife, rights must be fulfilled. If marital relations 


end, then rights also come to an end. However, the rights of 
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children upon parents and the rights of parents upon children 
remain even after their passing. Whether alive or passed away, 
children are taught to pray for their parents as said in Quran 
chapter number 17 verse number 24. 


(24 relwS! \Otyaie ald LOE 25 & 
Rabbi irhamhuma kama rabbayanee sagheeran 


(O my Lord, have mercy on both of them as they showed 
compassion towards me in my childhood, and despite 
disregarding all my childish actions, forgive their disobedience 


and sins.) 


The wish of the parents 


Every parent wishes that their children are pious and righteous, 
and that they find peace in this world through their children. 
However, for this to happen, parents must fulfill their children's 
rights. They must work hard for them, nurture them, and invest 
both time and money in their upbringing. In this way, parents 
must continually work hard until the child reaches maturity and 
understanding. This is the child's right upon the parents. If the 
parents fulfill this right, they will be safe from being held 
accountable for this responsibility on the Day of Judgment. 
Peace and comfort are attained in both this world and the 
hereafter, and InshaAllah, on the Day of Judgment, these 
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children will be a means for the forgiveness of their parents’ sins 
and the elevation of their ranks. The benefit to the children will 
be that they will lead a righteous and religious life, resulting in a 
life of comfort and tranquility in this world. They will be 
protected from calamities and misfortunes. On the contrary, if 
parents do not fulfill their children's rights in this world, they 
will be guilty in the sight of Allah and will bear the burden of 
their children's sins. The worldly life will turn into hell. Due to 
the children's irreligiousness and immoral behavior, they will 
face financial losses in some places and disgrace in others. Due 
to their misconduct, life will become a torment (filled with 
suffering and worry). Then parents will wish they had been 
childless or that their children had died in infancy, and so on. In 
any case, the life of such children will be spent in rebellion and 
disobedience, amidst calamities and diseases, worries and 
disgrace, poverty and deprivation, darkness and misfortune. 
And then there will be separate punishment in the hereafter. 


Why does the Muslim society have a bad reputation? 


Parents were once children themselves, and they also lived a life 


where their own parents did not fulfill their rights. There are 


many reasons for this as follows: 
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Lack of knowledge 

Distance from religion 

Dislike of religion 

Lack of concern for the hereafter 

Being absorbed in the world 

Living a life of luxury 

Considering the education and upbringing of children 
unnecessary 

Misunderstanding the concept of reliance on Allah 
Living in a world of delusions and misconceptions about 
one's children 

Not feeling the responsibility due to being influenced by 
an irreligious environment. 

Due to employment, business, industrial or agricultural 
engagements, or prolonged stays and continuous absence 
of parents in foreign countries, there is a lack of 


supervision in every aspect, etc. 


As a result of non-fulfillment of rights during the childhood 


and adolescence period, which is the time of upbringing, all 


Muslim children have become like an irregular army. Virtuous 
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and educated people are distressed to see such a society. The 
neighborhood is troubled; people are restless, many are fearful. 
It's a burden for the government, a troubling group for decent 
women. There's verbal abuse, foul language, a passion for play 
and leisure day and night, causing distress to people. There's 
harassment of girls, kidnapping, blackmail, online 
communication, bullying, and involvement in troublemaking. 

The corrupt environment also contributes to their behavior, such 
as indecency and obscene acts. Women's brazen behavior, 
unrestricted mixing (friendship) between men and women, lives 
immersed in the attire and conduct of actors, tuning nights 


into days and days into nights, spending time watching movies 


from adolescence to adulthood, and passing time with obscene 


films have made life aimless. 

Let's think about it. Who is responsible for all these bad deeds? 
If parents throw their children out of the house like chickens or 
goats in the morning and bring them back late in the evening, 


then who will be responsible for their upbringing? 


Upbringing of children 


Consciousness in Muslim society 


In Muslim society, many people often tun to markets, hotels, or 
cafes, gather in recreational clubs, or socialize in homes after 
their work hours. The society is becoming engrossed in 
newspaper reading, smoking, and tea drinking sessions. The 
business class returns to their homes late at night from their 
shops, and remains in bed until breakfast preparations. In 
Muslim society, there is a misconception that by enrolling their 
children in prestigious schools or good boarding institutions for 
worldly education, they have fulfilled their obligation of 
providing education and upbringing. However, the child earns 
money for a period of time, obtaining an education lacking of 
ethical and religious teachings, contrary to the intended purpose 
of education. Muslim women have started venturing outside 
without veils unnecessarily. They waste their time at home on 
idle chatter, beautification, adornment, and watching TV 
dramas. Gossip, nitpicking, jealousy, pride, administrative 
disputes, mother-in-lay and daughter-in-law quarrels, 
disagreements over sleeping arrangements, petty rituals, and 


giving religious importance to trivial matters. If they find an 
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opportunity other than these matters, they develop a passion for 
going out, shopping, gossiping, and loitering, and for them, the 
neighborhood streets become like the main roads of the city. 
These women do all these things without covering themselves 
properly, often dressing in revealing clothes with too much 
decoration. Despite wanting a meaningful life, they end up 
spending their time and money on unnecessary things. Even if 
they try to be religious, it's usually just superficial and based on 
superstitions and wrong ideas. The opportunities for providing 
religious education to children have become very limited. 
Therefore, a tutor is often hired for this purpose. These tutors, 
also known as ustads, make a living by teaching tuition. Their 
efforts revolve around stretching out the curriculum which is of 
two months to cover it in eight months. Otherwise, there 
remains the concern of losing one's livelihood. Parents often 
overlook the child's absence from education, negligence, and 
indifference, considering it a relief: Consequently, valuable time 
passes by, and the opportunity for learning and teaching virtues 
slips away. As the child grows older, despite the lack of religious 


upbringing and education, both parents and the child find 


Upbringing of children 


comfort in the belief that the child has already been through 
religious education and upbringing. 

1 have seen such teachers and their students very closely. Once 1 
saw a boy who was 14 years old studying with a teacher. The 
teacher asked, "What comes after 20?" The answer came, "1 over 
20." Once, such young teachers were imparting religious 
education to young children. During the class, they were 
narrating an incident to the children, saying that something was 


mentioned 61 times in an incident, for showing their familiarity 


with English to their little students by saying that such people 


will be punished "sitty one" (61) times. Actually, he meant to say 
"sixty one," but due to his lack of familiarity with English, he 


said "sitty one." It began to occur to me how many times such 
teachers would be punished, those who view education as a 
business and teach children without proper academic 
qualifications. Consequently, many Muslim children spend their 
childhoods in such a state. Most of these teachers, in search of 
livelihood, are often not locals. Most of the teachers migrate in 
search of livelihood. 

The economic and moral decline of Muslims is such that no 


matter which part of India you visit, you can easily identify which 
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neighborhood belongs to Muslims. You will find Muslims at 
street comers and tobacco shops, conversing with each other in 
abusive language while smoking cigarettes and chewing tobacco. 
The older men are often seen in hotels and shops, engrossed in 
heated discussions about the news. Their younger children are 
seen playing and shouting in the dust in front of their homes. 
Small children, half-naked and wearing amulet necklaces, are 
busy playing near their doorsteps. Muslim women, wearing 
shabby clothes, are often seen standing in the doorways. You will 
see green doors, green flags, and green platforms everywhere. 


Small houses with narrow pathways, and in those paths, you will 


find chickens, ducks, goats, and dogs along with beggars 
gathered at the doors. Surrounding the houses, there is filth, 


garbage, torn clothes, and walls stained with spit from chewing 
tobacco. Inside the homes, tape recorders and TVs blare loudly. 
The state of their livelihood is also peculiar. Shortchanging 
(under-weighing),  usury(interest-based business), bribery, 
gambling, demanding dowries at weddings, fraud, and 
dishonesty in earning a livelihood. Indecency in clothing, 
waywardness in behavior, confusion in thoughts, and ignorance 


in mindset. This is the state of the Muslim community. Are these 
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people deserving of being called the best of nations? Are they 
examples of their righteous predecessors? Can such a 
community lead other nations? Can leaders like Khalid(RA), 
Hamza(RA), and Abu Ubaidah(RA) be bom in such a 
community? Can a nation that is itself uneducated, ignorant, 


and unconscious provide religious education for its children? 


The issue of child rearing is not only important but also 
challenging, especially in circumstances where immorality is 
widespread everywhere, making it even more difficult. Child 
rearing involves passing through several stages over a long 
period, where certain rights of the child must be fulfilled. To the 
best of my knowledge, 1 have not come across any directive 
suggesting that child rearing should only be done until they 
reach adulthood or reach a certain level of maturity and then 
release them . Therefore, parents should consistently provide 


their children with religious education. However, as children 


grow older, the method of upbringing must change. There are 


stages from a drop to a deep (pearl) and from a seed to a tree. 


Similarly, upbringing is a matter of stages. 


Upbringing of children 


Benefits of Child Upbringing 
Failing to fulfill the rights of children, meaning neglecting their 
education and upbringing, results in weakening Islam from 
one's lineage, weakening it, and spreading corruption in the 
world. This not only affects one's family and society but the 
entire nation, and then it passes on from generation to 
generation. Carrying all these consequences forward, it's an 
internal loss. The external loss is that in the eyes of others, the 
greatness of Muslims and Islam diminishes. Today's children 
become tomorrow's leaders. In this way, when children are not 
properly nurtured, the entire society becomes uncultivated. The 
stability of a nation depends on the upbringing of its children. 
The reputation of a nation relies on the upbringing of its 
children. The guarantee of safeguarding future generations lies 
in the upbringing of children. Then the responsibility for the 
destruction, ruin, and failure of all these generations lies with 
today's parents. Consequently, the sins of all these generations 
will be recorded in their deeds. Neglecting the rights of children 


and demanding one's own rights is injustice. Often, parents 


worry about demanding their rights from their children, while 
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they themselves do not fulfill the rights of their children. 
Neglecting their duties and demanding rights is an excess. It's 
observed that a mother frightens her child saying, "Look! 
Paradise lies beneath the mother's feet." Similarly, a father scares 
his child saying, "Look! One of the gates of paradise is through 
the father." The father's satisfaction is essential for you; 
otherwise, hell awaits. However, parents do not consider how 
many instructions there are regarding the upbringing of 
children and the rights of children in the Muslim community, 
how essential it is to make children obedient to Allah and His 
Messenger. Otherwise, on the Day of Judgment, we will surely be 
questioned about this. 

This one-sided demand from children by parents is self-serving 
secularism, not religiosity. Some preaching sessions and lectures 
are also of a one-sided nature. In the light of the Quran and 
Hadith, only children are taught to fulfill the rights of parents. 


It's only children who are intimidated regarding their parents, 
but parents are not taught to fulfill their rights. They are not 


awakened from this negligence. These talks are an example of 
imbalanced discourse, and they are delivered by individuals who 


cater to public sentiment. 


pg. 17 


Upbringing of children 


The obligation of child upbringing is an integral 
part of Islam. 
Giving birth to children is not as significant as raising them 
properly. In Islam, fulfilling the rights of children is not merely a 
moral or human duty but an integral part of the faith. During 
the caliphate of the second caliph, a father filed a complaint 
against his son, claiming that his son was not fulfilling his 
rights. The caliph asked the son for his response. The son asked 
the caliph if children also have any rights over their parents, or if 
it is only the parents who have rights over their children. The 
caliph replied, "Indeed, children also have rights over their 
parents." The son then inquired what those rights are. The 
caliph explained that the rights include choosing a good mother 


for the sake of having righteous children, giving the children 


good names, and providing them with a religious education. The 
boy said that his mother was a fire worshiper (Zoroastrian), 
indicating that a wrong choice was made in selecting his mother, 
thus his rights were violated. He further stated that he was 
named "Jahl," which means "dark-skinned," and that he was not 
provided with religious education, resulting in his ignorance of 


the faith. Upon hearing this, Hazrat Umar (may Allah be 
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pleased with him) dismissed the case and remarked that those 
who neglect the rights of others do not have the right to demand 
their own rights. He told the father that he had violated his son's 
rights more than the son had wronged him. This indicates that 
children can fulfill their parents' wishes only when the parents 
fulfill the rights of their children and provide them with 
religious education. Generally, since proper upbringing shapes 


children, the Quran emphasizes the importance of training and 


educating them. 


@ 56 ROH ail \,3 \ gia] Syd uit &%Chapter 66:Verse 6 


(O believers, protect yourselves and your families from hell fire) 
Parents are often negligent in the upbringing of their children. 
From the collections of Hadith, it is evident that if children are 
not raised properly, they will hold their parents accountable on 
the Day of Judgment. In one such Hadith, it is mentioned that a 
woman who will be deserving of Hell will plead to Allah, saying 
that she alone is not responsible for her fate but that her father, 
brother, husband, and son are also responsible for leading her to 
Hell. Since she was under the care of these four after her birth, 
they provided her with worldly comforts but did not warn her 
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about the Hereafter and its torments. They did not command 
her to do good nor forbid her from evil. Neither her father, 
brother, husband, nor son fulfilled their duty of proper 
upbringing. If these people had fulfilled their responsibilities 
towards her upbringing, she would not be deserving of Hell 
today. Thus, these four are responsible for leading her to Hell. O 
Allah, now You do justice. Consequently, this woman will lead 
these four men, who were deserving of Paradise, to Hell. 

There is a Hadith which states that when a person dies, their 
deeds come to an end except for three things: (1) ongoing 


charity, (2) knowledge from which benefit is derived, 


(3) righteous offspring who pray for them. 


This is why a person's judgment and the decision regarding their 
reward or punishment are not finalized immediately upon 
death, so that ongoing rewards continue to benefit the deceased 
until the Day of Judgment. Conversely, if someone dies having 
invented or promoted a sinful or wrong practice, their ongoing 
punishment will also continue until the Day of Judgment. 
Additionally, it is necessary for both parties involved in the 


matter to be present before a decision is made. 
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Stages of Raising and Making Children Righteous 


Training is a blessing from Allah. If an animal, whether it is an 
elephant, a lion, a dog, or a parrot, is trained, it begins to 
perform tasks like humans. Conversely, if a human is not 
trained, they live a life similar to animals.The Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) stated that a father's prayer 
for his children is like a prophet's prayer for his unmah. He also 
said in another place that there are three prayers that are 
undoubtedly accepted: (1) the prayer of an oppressed person, (2) 


the prayer of a traveler, and (3) the prayer of parents for their 
children. 


It is remarkable that if a child suffers physical pain, parents are 
deeply distressed and pray passionately for their health and 
long life. However, they do not pray to Allah for protection from 
spiritual corruption and diseases. They do not pray for success 
in the Hereafter but rather for success in this world. Since the 


parents themselves are materialistic, they prefer worldly success 


for their children. 


There is another type of parent whose children treat them well, 
fulfill their duties, serve them, provide good clothes and 
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delicious food, and ensure their comfort in every way. These 
parents raise their hands to the sky and offer long prayers. Yet, 
these are children who, while pleasing their parents, do not 
please Allah. They disobey Allah's commands, live lives of 
immorality, and repeatedly violate Islamic principles. Parents do 
not pay attention to this because they themselves break Allah's 


commands and consider worldly pleasure to be everything. 


Many unaware parents curse their children more than 
they pray for them. If a curse is uttered at an opportune 
moment, the children may suffer. mam Bukhari (may Allah 
have mercy on him) became blind during his childhood. His 


mother was extremely distressed by this and prayed to Allah day 


and night. One night, she dreamed that Prophet Ibrahim (peace 
be upon him) told her that Allah had restored her son's sight. 
She woke her son up and asked if he could see. The boy replied, 
"Yes, | can see." This was the effect of the mother's prayers. Not 
only did her son's sight return, but these prayers also made 
Bukhari the Imam of Bukhara. Later, all four Imams and the 
entire world recognized him as an Imam, and his book was 


given the status next to the Quran 
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Difference between Nurturing and Training 


In the world, not only humans but all creatures nurture their 
offspring. This nurturing instinct has been embedded in the 
nature of all beings. Birds prepare nests for their offspring, 
teach them how to hunt, and introduce them with measures for 
protection from enemies. If humans, especially Muslims, nurture 
their children in the same way as birds—by providing them 
with worldly education to make them capable of earning food, 
clothing, and shelter like animals—then there remains no 
difference between other creatures and the best of creation. It is 
due to intellect and knowledge that humans have become 
superior. Now, it is essential to shape character using knowledge 
and intellect. Worldly education does not build character; it 
builds the world. If parents believe that by giving their children 
worldly education, they have also provided upbringing, it is a 
misunderstanding and a delusion. Raising a child is one thing, 
but training goes beyond that. Making them capable of earning 
is actually arranging to meet their physical needs, which other 
creatures also do. However, for Muslims, it is necessary to fulfill 


the needs of the soul along with the body. Allah has made full 
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arrangements to meet physical needs by bringing forth all 
grains, fruits, and produce from the earth, and to fulfill spiritual 
needs, He arranged syiritual training through His messengers. 
He explained that people should be brought towards what He 
prefers. Instead of living according to their own desires, they 
should be taught to live according to His commands, and the 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) himself became an 
example of this. 


Unfortunately, today's Muslims consider the arrangement to 
fulfill only physical needs as training and have forgotten Allah's 
guidance, which says, "O you who have believed, protect 


yourselves and your families from Hell Fire" 


The love of Allah should prevail over a mother's love 


There are some Muslims who not only remember this divine 
commandment but also act upon it. As a result, they consider 
their children a trust from Allah, viewing it as their 
responsibility to embellish them with the teachings of Islam and 
considering negligence in this duty as a betrayal of that trust. 
They see the challenges in the path of their children's 
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upbringing as a test for themselves and remain in constant 
prayer for Allah's guidance and support for their children. 

(15 onal) ¢ ABB SOY 55 ASLjal i } 

Chapter 64:Verse 15 (Your wealth and your children are but a 
trial) 

Parents always worry that their children do not diverge from the 
straight path. If children, by breaking divine commandments 
and rebelling against Allah, try to keep their parents happy, they 
do not approve of it. In their view, divine satisfaction takes 
superiority over their own satisfaction. This way, parents secure 
themselves from the questioning on the Day of Judgment. They 
first make their children obedient to Allah’s commandments, 


which results in children obeying their parents as well. Then, 


such a society is formed that becomes a guarantor of peace and 
tranquility on Allah's earth. If parents do not nurture their 
children with religious upbringing, such children are destroyed 
in terms of the hereafter. They become deserving of Hell, and the 
sin of children keeps accumulating in the account of parents. If 
all parents act in this manner, they seem to turn their children 
into Satan-like beings; in other words, parents give birth to 


troublemakers and scorpions from their own bodies that spread 
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corruption against the religion of Allah in this world and 
become fuel for Hell in the hereafter. 


There are two types of love: one is maternal, meaning the love of 


the mother, and the other is the love of Allah. 


In maternal love, there is often unconsciousness, obsession, 
animalistic behavior, impatience, and blindness. It entails 
wastefulness, injustice, and favoritism. In contrast, Allah- 
centered love embodies moderation, faimess, empathy, 
humanity, patience, adherence to religious insight, and a 
commitment to Islamic injunctions. Thus, maternal love has its 
shortcomings. Excessive love exposes a mother to the flaws and 


imperfections of her children. If close relatives point out the 


faults of the children, the mother perceives them as enemies. The 


love of children blinds the parents like a spell, turning them 
blind. 


If children suffer physical pain or fall ill, parents become 
distressed. Some mothers even faint, and these are the same 
children who neglect prayers and fasting, lead a careless life, do 
not differentiate between halal and haram, and do not touch the 
words of Allah. Such religion-weary children never reduce the 
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burden on their parents, nor do they ever worry about their 
Hereafter. Parents are unconsciously causing conflict with their 
children. The truth is that parents should consider the existence 
of their children as a test from Allah and prioritize their Allah- 
centered love over their maternal love. Then, they can fulfill the 
rights of their children and provide proper upbringing. 
Otherwise, it leads to loss in both worlds. 


The choice of a religiously committed woman 


The selection of a pious woman is essential for righteous 
offspring. The Hadith of Allah's Messenger * mentions that 
marriage with a woman occurs for four reasons: lineage, beauty, 
wealth, and faithfulness. Therefore, choose marriage based on 
faithfulness. Another narration states to prioritize a dark- 
skinned woman of good character over a fair-skinned one. 
Allah's Messenger said that the world's best wealth is a 
righteous wife. Then Messenger of Allah warned to his 
companions to be causious with "the greenery of filth’, the 
Companions asked what "the greenery of filth" is. Allah's 
Messenger 8 said it refers to a beautiful woman born into an 


impure and disgraceful family. Selecting a righteous woman is 
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necessary because a child primarily remains close to the mother 
and absorbs her influence more than the father's. In the 
development of human personality, internally innate qualities 
hold greater importance in comparison to upbringing 
challenges. Hence, the selection of a righteous woman is crucial. 
Today's societal standards for selecting a woman revolve solely 
around her beauty, whether she belongs to a noble lineage or an 


ignoble one. Regarding such people, the guidance of the Prophet 


Muhammad %% advises to "beware of the greenery of 


immorality." What a remarkable analogy, simplifying the 
concept so effectively. Consequently, in women who bear 
offspring, the traits of their upbringing are often evident, with 
chests devoid of faith and acts of worship and righteousness. 


History bears witness that the mothers of great people 
themselves were great because the influence of seed and 


companionship is a true fact. 


It is said that 'A great man has a great mother.’ This is one 
aspect of the issue. The other aspect is that a mar's selection 
should be based on religious considerations. A boy might belong 
to a family of doctors, engineers, or traders but if he is greedy, 


ugly, aged, a bribe-taker, adulterer, alcoholic, shameless, non- 
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praying, atheist, or influenced by Western culture, then the 


woman's life gets ruined. Those who are alcoholics are often also 


adulterers. One reason for the destruction of the current Muslim 


society is that, for the sake of worldly prosperity, they tie their 


religious and faithful daughters to such men. In these 


circumstances, parents are guilty and accountable. There was a 


blessed era when our forefathers..." 


1. 


They only knew religion as the criterion for selecting a 


boy and a girl. 


. After selecting a righteous woman, the next step is for 


parents to pray for righteous offspring. 


. The third step is for parents themselves to provide 


religious upbringing for their children. 


. The fourth step is to ensure that the child spends their 


time in good company, away from bad health. 


. The fifth step is to raise the child with earnings from 


lawful sources, as illicit earnings extinguish the light of 
faith, lead to disbelief} harden the heart, render worship 
ineffective, and result in children suffering from diseases 
and calamities, adopting immoral behavior, and prayers 


remaining unanswered. 


Upbringing of children 


Imam Ghazali says that a child needs upbringing as soon as it is 
born. The education and upbringing of childhood are imprinted 
on the heart like inscriptions on stone. Childhood is like a very 
soft branch that can be bent. Therefore, it is necessary to start 
the child's upbringing from the very beginning. The 
responsibility for the upbringing during the first 5-6 years of 
childhood lies with the mother. If during this precious time, the 
upbringing is neglected due to indulgence and affection, 
negligence, false hopes of future improvement, the joy and 
extreme happiness of having an only child, or due to the grief 
and sorrow of having many children, then it is considered a 


criminal negligence on the part of the parents. 


Parents scope of work and their impact on the 
rights of their children. 
Islam has not placed the responsibility of upbringing, care, and 


training of children not only on the mother but on both the 
mother and father. Although both have separate spheres of 


action, Islam has made the woman responsible for the 
household and assigned the man responsibilities outside. The 
mother's sphere of action includes looking after the house, 


pg. 30 


Upbringing of children 


cleanliness, orderliness, the upbringing of children, and other 
household chores, while the man's responsibilities include 
earning a livelihood and its hardships, governance, preaching, 
and propagation. It is stated that 'Men are protectors and 


maintainers of women! (An-Nisa: 34). 


History and circumstances testify that if steps are taken outside 
the established sphere of action, or if the sphere of action that is 
based on nature is altered, chaos ensues. As a result, stable, 
civilized, and well-mannered families could not be established. 
When women stepped out of the home, the entire family system 
collapsed. Therefore, Islam has made it necessary for women to 


observe seclusion(veil). It prohibits the mixing of men and 


women, forbids semi-naked clothing and immodest 


conversation. However, Western-influenced Muslims considered 
these commands as imprisonment for women, similar to 
injustice and oppression, and viewed household responsibilities 
as a demeaning act for women. The Prophet Muhammad (peace 
be upon him) said, 'Taking care of the home is the responsibility 


of women. 


Upbringing of children 


What are the limits of comfort and luxury? 


Do not prioritize a life of excessive comfort and luxury over the 
responsibilities of parenthood. Excessive indulgence, wealth, 
extravagant clothing, luxury housing, lavish food, and neglect in 
the upbringing of children often lead to their deviation.Children 
raised in such households typically stray away from religion 
because religion itself is a field of endeavor, not a bed of roses, 
and the materialistic tendencies dominant in such children's 


personality do not align with the teachings of hard work. 


Easy living, luxury, indulgence, negligence, delicacy, and self- 
importance become ingrained in their disposition. Hence, the 
residents of Hyderabad (India) bear witness that a significant 
reason behind the corruption of the children of Hyderabad's 
nobles and landlords was their purposeless indulgent lifestyle, 
filled with pampering and arrogance. Today, the term 'Nawab' is 
used in a derogatory manner. Their stories are filled with 


excesses. May Allah protect us. 


Leading a simple life, consuming simple food, wearing simple 
clothes, and engaging in simple conversations are essential to 
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instill the values of hard work. Just as a soldier is prepared with 
strict training beforehand to face various wartime situations, 
similarly, children should be brought up in a manner that not 
only equips them to confront the challenges and complexities of 
life in the future but also enables them to succeed. Such 
upbringing requires an environment that is not conducive to 


luxurious living. 


The world is filled with two types of problems: one worldly and 
the other spiritual. Worldly problems are for today, while the 
problem of the hereafter is for tomorrow. Worldly problems are 
small, but the problem of the hereafter is a big and difficult 
issue. In this world's test, no person is spared from problems. 
Just as desired qualities cannot be attained without facing 
challenges, similarly, proper upbringing of children cannot 
happen without a specific lifestyle and environment. Happiness 


is itself a test and it is an enemy of the upbringing of children. 
The real issue is not the few days of life, but the life after death. 


Protect your children from the influence of non-Muslim 
cultures during their upbringing. Shield them from Western 


civilization, customs, and traditions. According to the beliefs of 


Muslims, the world is a prison for them, while for other nations, 
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the world is paradise. Due to differences in beliefs, there are also 
differences in actions. Such an environment is unfavorable for a 
religious child, 

ILLITERACY AND ILLBRED ARE THE TWO SIDES OF THE 
SAME COIN 

Also included in the upbringing of children is the notion that 
one should not excessively praise their own children because 
excessive praise is the killer of reality. During upbringing, do not 
indulge in leniency and softness because indulgence is the killer 


of progress. Upbringing can become impossible and incomplete. 


"Worldly obsession and human time management." 


Time was the same twenty-four hours a day one hundred years 
ago, and it remains the same today. However, today, people are 
unwilling to dedicate time for matters of religion and 
spirituality. In the past, losing much for dedicating time to 
religious matters was not seen as a loss, but today, it seems like 
too much is lost for allocating time. The value of time was less in 


the past; now, it has increased. 


In reality, the issue is not with time but with greed. Even today, if 


people embrace simplicity and contentment, they can earn more 
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in less time. However, people are not satisfied with necessities; 
they include luxuries in necessities. They want to increase the 
standard of living in their society. Therefore, any amount of time 
is insufficient for them. Truth be told, if they work, people 
should say that we do not consider religious matters so 
important that we can spare time for them. May Allah grant us 
all certainty in the Hereafter, sound judgment, and straight 
thinking. Otherwise, it may be understood that on this earth, we 


are preparing our own hell. 


A satisfied life does not come from accumulating wealth but 
from contentment. Only a person who obtains satisfaction can 
attain peace, which is called contentment. On the contrary, a 
person who makes desires, instead of necessities, their standard 
can never achieve a satisfied life because there is a limit to 
necessity, but there is no limit to desire. People should 
differentiate between necessity and desire and make completing 


necessities their goal, not fulfilling desires. Once the necessity is 


fulfilled, a person can find time to engage in higher purposes 


instead of making desires their guide. Peace, contentment, and 


opportunity cannot be found in such a life. 
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Two blessings often overlooked are health and opportunity, both 
of which are Allah's blessings. People do not use them for higher 
purposes, although living for higher purposes is the essence of 
humanity. Instead, humans invest health and opportunity in 
economic activities. And when encouraged to pursue human 
goals, they make excuses for not having opportunities. Now, 
instead of making excuses, we should consider them 


unacceptable and disregard them. 


The old times and the economy 
The poverty today and the poverty of a hundred years ago are 
like night and day. In the past, water was available to everyone, 


but now, due to chemical contamination, it's not. Only the 


wealthy can afford clean water, while the poor cannot drink it 


and cannot afford the price of clean water. Similarly, food used 
to be simple and affordable, but now it's neither simple nor 
cheap. The poor cannot afford such food. The issue of clothing 
and housing has also become expensive. Transportation, which 
used to be affordable, has now become expensive. 
Transportation is essential for the poor too, but it's unaffordable. 


Due to scientific and industrial advancements, education has 
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become necessary today. Education used to be limited and 
inexpensive, but now it's limitless and expensive. Capital is also 
necessary in this aspect of life. With the advancement of 
communication and modern means of dissemination, public 
awareness is necessary, and capital is also necessary to benefit 
from it. Due to the current environmental pollution, new 
diseases are emerging, and their treatment costs thousands of 


rupees. Therefore, capital is essential in this regard. 


The current era and economic stability among 


Muslims. 


The current era and economic stability have brought about a 
revolution in the essentials and amenities of life that were once 
considered luxuries. With the advancement of time and 
technological innovations, the necessities of life have undergone 
a significant transformation. Previously, simplicity and modesty 
were the benchmarks of a good life, with values such as honesty, 
integrity, principles, and ethics forming the core of societal 
norms. However, in today's world, the focus has shifted towards 
materialism, affluence, and luxury, rendering virtues like 


honesty, integrity, and ethics meaningless. The boundaries 
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between halal (permissible) and haram (forbidden) have become 
blurred, and the pursuit of wealth has overshadowed all other 


values. 


In the past, the acquisition of wealth was limited to fulfilling 
basic needs such as food, clothing, and shelter. Now, politics, 
culture, morality, religion, justice, and fairness all revolve 
around wealth. An average individual now dares to provide his 
children with worldly education according to his means. 
However, he can only afford non-technical education, as the 
expenses of technical education are beyond his means. 
Consequently, there has been an increase in the number of 
educated individuals in non-technical fields, while every sector 
demands technically educated individuals. In such a scenario, it 
has become difficult for non-technical professionals to find 
employment, resulting in a surplus of job seekers. Along with 


competition, factors like bribery, nepotism, bias, governmental 


pressure, and religious and racial discrimination have begun to 


influence the selection process. 


In such circumstances, investing time in acquiring non- 


technical education for Muslim individuals is futile. Neither does 
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it awaken consciousness nor does it contribute to future 


prospects through employment opportunities. 


The wastage of time and money, which leads to economic 
deterioration, makes economic stability difficult for Muslims. 
Consequently, educated individuals find it challenging to align 
themselves with any particular direction. Such education has 
also caused them to abandon the habit of hard work and resort 


to precarious livelihoods. 


In such terrible circumstances, it is essential for a believer to 
have strong faith in the Hereafter. Be satisfied with what you 
have, make your motto on spending only on the required. 
Despite all these obstacles, fulfill your children's education and 
upbringing, their rights, willingly and through lawful earnings. 

What the world needs most today is peace, and peace is achieved 
through spiritual growth. Humans are inherently spiritual 
beings. There is no need to make them spiritual, but rather, it is 


necessary to work hard to maintain and protect their spiritual 


state. 


Humans often ignore the demands of the Hereafter for worldly 


temptations and prefer temporary benefits over eternal ones. 
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Worldly temptations are so attractive that people do not have the 
courage to deny them. Satanic forces mislead humans, and 
social factors lead them astray. If someone, influenced by these 
factors, fails to fulfill the rights of their children, they fail the 
test. It is essential for parents to gather the courage and properly 
start their children's education and upbringing, because a 
proper start leads to a proper end. In this way, a person truly 


becomes a godly human. 


Education without upbringing is incomplete 


Parents’ responsibility is not only limited to the worldly 
education of their children but also includes religious education 
and upbringing to a higher degree. If these are not included, the 
responsibility cannot be fully fulfilled. Education and 
upbringing are interconnected and both are essential and 
necessary for the child. Parents should not consider this 
responsibility a burden, and it does not require much extra 
time. Due to living in one place, the child's upbringing can easily 
take place in front of their eyes during childhood. There is a 


saying in Persian: 'The child is dear, but upbringing is dearer.’ 
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The more polluted the environment, the greater the need and 
importance of upbringing. Therefore, in today's times, it requires 


more attention. 


Rights and Responsibilities 
The religious psychology of devout parents demands that they 
forget their own rights and focus on 25% of _ their 
responsibilities. When a person reaches the point where they 
prioritize their responsibilities over their rights, they handle 
every issue without self-interest. Focusing on responsibilities 
instead of rights is the foundation of all high morals. If this 
quality develops within a person, it means they have cultivated 


moral virtues. 


Today, our society is echoing with demands for rights. Numerous 
institutions, associations, and groups have been established for 
this purpose, and everyone is busy seeking maximum benefits in 
the name of rights. However, few people pay attention to the fact 


that rights are always linked to responsibilities, i.e. duties. In 


fact, rights actually stem from duties, and a person who does 
not fulfill their duties has no justification to demand their 


associated rights. 
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Meeting Responsibilities and Obtaining Rights 
The essence of Islamic teachings is not only to encourage every 
individual towards fulfilling their duties rather, it instills a 
genuine concern in the heart about whether there might be any 
shortcomings in fulfilling one's duties. It is possible that by 
concealing or escaping from our shortcomings, we may find 
temporary refuge in this world and escape its worldly 
consequences, but it is apparent that no one can hide from 


Allah. 


When this concern arises in someone, their primary focus 
becomes the fulfillment of duties rather than rights. Then, they 
claim even their legitimate rights very cautiously, ensuring that 
the weight of the rights received does not exceed the duties 


performed. This very concern was present among the 


predecessors, which made the society of that time exemplary. 


As a result, numerous incidents involving the great figures of 
religion, saints, and scholars are found. If this concern becomes 
common in society today, everyone's rights will automatically be 
fulfilled, and the rate of rights violations will decrease. This is 
because one person's duty is another's right. When the first 
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person fulfills their duty, the rights of the second are 
automatically fulfilled. 


When a husband fulfills his duties, the rights of the wife are 
fulfilled. When the wife fulfills her duties, the rights of the 
husband are fulfilled. When an government fulfills their duties, 
the rights of the citizens are fulfilled. When the citizens fulfill 
their duties, the rights of the govenrnment are fulfilled. 


The necessity of concern for the Hereafter 


The secret to the pleasantness of mutual relationships lies in 
each party feeling their responsibility so deeply that when they 
fulfill their duties correctly, there is no legitimate complaint 
from either side. However, this concern cannot become common 
in society until it is infused with concern for the Hereafter. 
Merely professing and declaring belief in the Hereafter verbally, 
while its reflection is absent in our practical lives, does not make 
this belief’ effective in action and motivation. The reality is that 
the purpose of our hectic lives, the rush for wealth, money, and 
materialism, has made us very sensitive about our rights but 
insensitive about our duties. The attraction of worldly pursuits 
has overshadowed the concern for the Hereafter. Everywhere, the 
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display of materialism and selfishness has become common. 
Consequently, people have become hypersensitive about their 
rights, but rights are being violated due to the negligence of 
fulfilling obligations. Society is witnessing conflicts and protests 
over demands and claims. 


If the following points are acted upon with concem for the 
Hereafter, the issue of rights and duties can easily be resolved: 


1. Acceptance of responsibilities along with concerns for the 
Hereafter. 
. Prioritizing duties over rights. 


2 
3. Avoiding selfishness and materialism. 
4 


. Cultivating a culture of fulfilling obligations. 
5. Upholding justice and fairness in all dealings. 


When these principles are embraced with concern for the 
Hereafter, the matter of rights and duties becomes easily 
manageable. 


Hadeedh: "Love for your brother what you love for yourself." 


If a person keeps his focus on rights, he should also focus on his 
duties, so that the rights of others are fulfilled. 


How to instill a sense of duties in hearts? Each person should 
try to promote their own temperament. At the very least, they 
should cultivate a sense of obligation among their children and 
family members. This way, gradually, from one household to 


another, from one family to another, and from one community 


pg. 44 


Upbringing of children 


to another, a commitment to duties can pave the way for 
progress. 

If individuals’ upbringing (especially concerning children) is 
done in accordance with Islamic principles, our society can be 
called Islamic; otherwise, it will be a society where various social 
classes are mixed, and it cannot be called Islamic.The motivation 
for individual training is the fear of God, and similarly, the 


motivation for an Islamic society is also the fear of God. 


Nature of Social Issues 


Individuals living in one place have different characters, beliefs, 
thoughts, and natures. Various relationships develop among 
them. Some may be relatives, some may share the same 
nationality, some may share the same profession, some may be 
fellow citizens, and some may share the same language and 
ideas. Some might be traders, landlords, tenants, rich, poor, 
educated, or uneducated. Some might be honorable while others 
might be mischievous. Due to these various types of 
relationships and connections, people interact, visit each other, 
meet, engage in discussions, debates, consultations, 
assessments, and comments. 
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During these interactions, differences in opinion, agreements, 
disagreements in actions, mutual teasing, and distrust can arise. 
These situations can lead to love, hatred, agreement, or 
disagreement with someone. Such occurrences are natural. 
When such issues arise in society, what do Islamic teachings say 
about handling these situations? How should one live together 
and what kind of reactions should a Muslim exhibit to ensure 
that their behavior and conduct are in line with Islamic 
principles, and that society can truly be called an Islamic 


society? 


The Picture of an Islamic Society in Light of the 
Hadiths of the Prophet Muhammad #8 
Protection of Life, Wealth, and Honor: "Three things are 


forbidden for a Muslim with respect to another Muslim: 
his blood, his wealth, and his honor." 
. Definition of a Muslim: "A Muslim is one from whose 


tongue and hands other Muslims are safe." 

. Selflessness and Empathy: "None of you can be a true 
believer until he loves for his brother what he loves for 
himself" 
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. Unity and Solidarity: "The example of Muslims in their 


mutual love, mercy, and compassion is like that of a 
body. When one part of the body suffers, the whole body 
responds with wakefulness and fever." 

. Brotherhood and Support: "A Muslim is the brother of 


another Muslim; he does not oppress him nor abandon 
him. Whoever fulfills the needs of his brother, Allah will 
fulfill his needs. Whoever relieves a Muslim of distress, 
Allah will relieve him of distress on the Day of Judgment. 
Whoever covers the faults of a Muslim, Allah will cover 
his faults on the Day of Judgment." 

. Humility and Equality: “Allah has revealed to me that 
you people should be humble, no one will abuse anyone 
and no one will be proud of anyone”. 

. Mutual Strength and Support: "The example of a 
believer in relation to another believer is like a building, 
one part of which supports the other." 

. Prohibition of Internal Conflict: "He who raises weapons 
against us is not one of us (referring to internal strife). 


. Virtue of Good Character: "The most beloved of Allah's 


servants is he who is best in character." 
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10. Helping Others: "The one who helps his brother in need 
is like the one who spends his entire life in the service of 
Allah." 

. Beware _of the Oppressed's Prayer: "Beware of the 
supplication of the oppressed, for there is no barrier 
between it and Allah." 

. Fulfillment of Companionship Rights: "If someone has 
stayed with another even for an hour, he will be 
questioned on the Day of Judgment whether he fulfilled 
the rights of that companionship. Boasting about 


one's lineage and being arrogant is always wrong." 


These hadiths collectively emphasize the principles of mutual 
respect, protection, empathy, solidarity, humility, support, and 


good character that are foundational to an Islamic society. They 


guide Muslims on how to interact with one another and build a 


community that aligns with Islamic values. 
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Today's Challenge: The Non-Islamic Society 


The social degradation among Muslims today is the result of 
deviating from Islamic principles. In daily life, behavior, and 
speech, imitation of non-lslamic society is dominant. Non- 
Islamic customs and practices have become part of life in both 
joyous and sorrowful gatherings, as well as in private life. Many 
Muslims, driven by local circumstances, have moved to Western 
countries to improve their economic situation. Apart from 
earning money, they have little time for anything else. When 
they miss their homeland, they return for a set period, bringing 
with them the influences of Western society, further adding to 


the already corrupted non-lslamic society back home. 


These individuals have become so accustomed to greed, desire, 
and a high standard of living that they don’t want to leave these 
countries. However, the feelings of humiliation don't let them live 
peacefully there either. This feeling has intensified in the current 
atmosphere of terrorism. Many Muslims residing in the US live 
in a state of suffocation. On the other hand, those who have 
moved to the Middle East for employment have raised their 
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standard of living so much that returning home would seem 


catastrophic. 


People who prioritize their standard of living over their 
humanity should remember that on the Day of Judgment, the 
standard of living will not be questioned. Those who have not yet 
moved to these countries are preparing to do so. These Western- 
influenced lifestyles and the belief that the standard of living is 
the purpose of life are severely detrimental to Islamic society and 
culture. These people now worry that their future generations, 
living in these countries, might lose their identity. Muslims are 
identified by two things: (1) Their actions (2) Their customs. 
Their religious actions have long ceased, and now they are not 


even recognized by their customs. 


It is now evident that Islam is more threatened by Muslims 


themselves than by others. 


Western Countries and Women 


When the concept of equality was misunderstood, and women 


were brought out of their homes with the intention that they 


could work alongside men in every field of life, the natural and 
biological system of women could not endure this unnatural 
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equality. Consequently, women gravitated towards those fields 


where they could be valued for their femininity, such as film, 
television, entertainment programs, and advertising industries. 
In all these areas, only young women were valued. By 
abandoning modesty and stepping out, women gained 
popularity among people, but this came at the cost of being 
distanced from family life. They broke Islamic ties, viewed 
marriage as outdated, and spent day and night in adornment, 
wearing revealing clothes, free from the constraints of hijab. For 
the sake of their display, there was intermingling of men and 
women. In this context, the naivety of women is such that the 
more they fall, the higher they perceive themselves to be rising. 
What remedy can there be for someone who considers downfall 


as elevation? 
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